GRADING FOR SCORECARD PROJECT FOR AN INDICATOR ENTERED AS A RATE
Note:  Comparisons should be made only for each COUNTY to either the state, national, or HP 2010 benchmark levels.  We will not compare the state rates to either national or HP 2010 benchmarks.

1. Find the benchmark value for the rate (could be any of the following three).  Call this value pbenchmark.
· Rate at State Level (e.g., 11.54/100,000 for suicide rate in WI)

· Rate at National Level (e.g., 11.16/100,000 for suicide rate)

· HP2010 Goal (e.g., 5/100,000 for suicide rate)

2. Find the maximum benchmark value for each variable (i.e., the largest of the three rates from Step 1).  Call this value pmax.
3. Find the rate for each county (e.g. 19.92/100,000 for suicide rate in Sauk Co).  Call this value 
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4. Find the following for each county:

· N = total population

· Nf = number of females

· Nm = number of males

· Nbirths = number of births

5. Calculate the Z-score for each county:
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Note: For variables dealing with women’s health issues (such as cervical cancer), use Nf in the denominator of the Z-score.  For variables dealing with men’s health (such as prostate cancer), use Nm in the denominator.  Finally, for variables dealing with maternal and child health issues (such as infant death), use Nbirths.

6. Grading scheme:

· If Z-score > 1.5, then Grade is “—“

· If -.5 ≤ Z-score ≤ 1.5, then Grade is “=”
· If Z-score < -.5, then Grade is “+”

GRADING FOR SCORECARD PROJECT FOR AN INDICATOR ENTERED AS A PERCENT
Note:  Comparisons should be made only for each COUNTY to either the state, national, or HP 2010 benchmark levels.  We will not compare the state percents to either national or HP 2010 benchmarks.

1. Find the benchmark value for the percent (could be any of the following three).  Call this value pbenchmark.

· Percent at State Level (e.g., .219 for smoking rate in WI)

· Percent at National Level 

· HP 2010 Goal 

2. Find the percent for each county (e.g. .316 for smoking rate in Grant Co).  Call this value 
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3. Calculate the Z-score for each county:
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4. Grading scheme:

· If Z-score > 1.5, then Grade is “—“

· If -.5 ≤ Z-score ≤ 1.5, then Grade is “=”

· If Z-score < -.5, then Grade is “+”
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